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Foreword 

The following selected summaries are based upon papers 
given in the discussion sections of the Third Annual State 
Conference of the Indiana State Council of the International 
Reading Association, 

These summaries have been selected and edited by members 
of the appointed Publications Committee, The Conmlttee hopes 
that local councils and other interested parties will reproduoe 
some or all of these materials and distribute them more widely. 

The Publications Committee views this limited selection 
as the first step toward a more generous publication of State 
Conference papers and hopes that members of the various Indiana 
local councils will approve such a necessarily modest beginning. 
The Committee welcomes comments and suggestions relevant to the 
present selection of materials, 
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SELECTED PAPERS 



I. NEEDED: MORE READING OF LITERATURE 

Hazel C, Hart, Butler University 



A well-organized curriculum provides many opportunities to acquaint children with 
quality literature just as it provides for instruction in any of the content areas— 
basic reading, science, mathematics and social studies* All types of reading— develop- 
mental, informational and purely literary— have long been recognized as essential; eaca 
serves a specific function. Though the reading of literature has many values it serves 
a unique role in readying the child for appreciating the best offerings in the field 

of reading* 

The school can demonstrate to pupils the usefulness and the need for reading as 
well as the joy to be experienced by hearing stories, poems, rhymes, and jingles read 
to them by people whom they value— parents and teachers* 

A number of research studies have shown that a teacher 1 s enthusiasm for literature 
is contagious* One recent researcher indicated that children* s responses demonstrated 
that the teacher* s reading of books to children resulted in children* s growth in inter- 
est in books. Other research studies have given evidence to support the fact that 
children are linguistically retarded if they come from a depressed, meager home back- 
ground where there is little or no family talk or conversation, where story reading is 
not provided, and where few if any books are available. It must be noted, however, 
that this does not necessarily indicate mental backwardness. 

What is happening to those children who are being shortchanged because they have 
no one in their lives who cares enough to share with them -the rich offerings of fine 
literature? The answer is obvious— these are the children who are deprived of their 
birthright, their literary heritage. These are the children who lack an appreciation 
of the beauty of the language they speak. It is a sad commentary unon the adults of 
our culture that we do not care deeply enough for our mother tongue to instill a sense 
* of pride and love of the English language in our children. 

Furthermore, impoverished speech is a major handicap in adjusting to the school stt.ua 
tion. Inability to communicate adequately could be and sometimes ie interpreted to 
mean lack of intellectual ability-which may not be a valid assumption. Through intro- 
duction to fine literature children acquire a rich source in extending uhe child s 
listening and speaking vocabularies. Attuning the ear to the qualities ox an author s 
words develops sensitivity to the skill of the writer which growing children come to 
appreciate to an ever-increasing degree. 

Sensitively written literature for children should be made as much a part of their 
daily living as the food they eat. The home, the school, and the library should and 
must assume this responsibility and work more diligently, increasing their efforts in 
helping to instill in children a love of books, of their mother tongue and a sense of pride 
in speaking it well. Children who become avid readers and book-lovers are those who 
have been started early on the road to reading, long bef ore entering school. 

We applaud those interested adults who through conscientious effort have achieved, 
in some measure at least, the ultimate goal: creating book-loving and book-reading 

children. 
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II. THE EFFECT OF FEDERAL AID ON THE EIEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY 
Georgia J. Goodwin, Southport High School, Indianapolis 

According to current research, both the equality and the diversity of reading 
among the brighter students will be increased by adding a central library to an elemen- 
tary school. Wien a librarian is added, the poorer students show significant improve- 
ment in their reading. The opportunity the elementary school library offers for 
individualized learning certainly should fill both the librarian and the teacher of 
reading with enthusiasm. 

Several years ago in McCall 1 s Magazine Francis Kieppel, the U.S. Commissioner of 
Education, entitled an article "Schools Without Libraries— Our National Disgrace.” In 
Indiana five years ago less than ten percent of the elementary schools had central 
libraries with professional personnel. Having a central library was the exception 
rather than the rule. It was not a lack of enthusiasm on the part of teachers, admin- 
istrators, parents, or children, but a pure dollars-and-cents problem that caused 
this situation to exist. 

In 1965 the Elementary and Secondary Education Act was passed. The impact of this 
legislation on elementary school library development was almost unbelievable. Now in 
Indiana there are fewer than 329 schools without some form of central library. 

Title I provides funds for programs designed specifically for educationally de- 
prived children. The local school district decides what type of project will best fill 
the needs of these students. Over half of the Title I projects in Indiana involve 
library services. One critical problem aggravated by Title I is the shortage of 
qualified personnel to administer these programs. No library program is better than 
the librarian who administers it. 

Title II of P.L. 89-10 provides funds for library resources— all kinds. About 
hot of the available funds have been for library books. The Title III program provides 
for innovative and exemplary projects. This is a competitive program in that school 
districts must submit a proposal to both the State Department of Public Instruction 
and the U.S. Office of Education. Three-fourths of the approved Title III projects in 
Indiana involve libraries in a broad context of the term. Many, although reading may 
not be specifically mentioned, do affect reading programs. 

N.D.E.A., Title II provides, on a partial reimbursement basis, funds for materials 
and equipment for reading programs. N.D.E.A., Title XI, Institutes have provided train- 
ing opportunities for both librarians and reading teachers. Consultant service for 
reading and libraries in the State Department in Indiana is available in the Curriculum 
Division, E.S.E.A.j Title I Division, N.D.E.A.j Title III Division, the Division of 
Audiovisual and Television Instruction and the Division of School libraries and Teach- 
ing Materials. 

All of these programs make it evident that the need to strengthen reading programs 
has been identified at all levels. At the national level Improving the teaching of 
reading is considered one of the top five needs. This indicates that there will be a 
continuation of considerable financial support. 

The challenge ... and the money . . . have been provided. It is up to us now 
teach our children creatively’. 
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III. THE PRE-PRIMARY PROGRAM IN THE EVANSVILIfi-VANIEHBORGH SCHOOLS 

Fay© Rhodes, Baker School, Evansville 



In the past years we have acted upon the false assumption that all children v/ho 
have spent a year in kindergarten are ready for the more formal work of the first grade. 
Frustration that some children experience in the first grade is due mainly to their 
unreadiness to move to the level of work demanded by the first grade. 

Children differ from each other in their rate of development both physically and 
mentally. They also differ from each other in their ability to gain from the experi- 
ence b in which they participate. Because of these differing rates of development, we 
come to recognise the fact that some need an extended period of readiness at a given 
point rather than a full push ahead to a level a whole step higher. 

These children lack most of the skills that make for success in school. They are 
extremely handicapped by their lack of oral language facility. Their auditory and 
visual discrimination skills are poorly developed and they have short attention spans. 

A sudy of test results made in the Evansville -V anderburgh School Organization from 
Grades 1 through 8 revealed that a large number of children having difficulty in read- 
ing began having these problems in the first grade. A pre-primary program of extended 
readiness was subsequently begun in six schools in the fall of 1965* 

There are from 1 $ to 2 $ youngsters in these classes. They come from homes of 
limited reading, poor vocabularies, and limited experiences. Their parents are usually 
uninterested or indifferent to school work. These children attend school a whole day 
and are assigned to the first grade the following year. 

The objectives of this program are to develop oral language facilities, to aid in 
the many areas of maturation, to develop a desire to learn, to develop word analysis 
and comprehension skills, and to develop social skills. 

The program is free and flexible. Many field trips are taken. A great variety 
of activities and materials are used. Many activities and materials, which allow the 
child to test, to experiment, to imitate, to dramatize, and to manipulate toys and 
puzzles are used. Oral language is given emphasis. 

The success of this program is borne out, not only by observation and teacher 
judgment, but also by test results. The mean mental age of these children increased 
1 year and 11 months in a one-year period. 



IV. ARE WE TRYING TOO HARD IN PRIMARY? 
Rhea Akemann, Marion Community Schools 



Yes, we are*. We are trying too hard to give a formal academic program to too many 
youngsters who are not ready to read or who have not learned how to learn. The increas- 
ing number of underachievers in all levels of elementary grades into junior and senior 
high school indicates a need for a different approach in our instructional program. 

The Winter Haven Perceptual Te sting and Training Manual states that fifteen per cent 
of freshman in high school are reading at or below the fourth-grade level. x Alarm- 
ingly, this figure is considered illiteracy in an adult. The overwhelming majority of 
these students are of average or above-average itelligence. Estimates of the number 

1 Florence E. Sutphin. "A Perceptual Testing-Training Handbook for First Grade 
Teachers, n Winter Haven lions Research Foundation, Inc. 19&Iu 
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